
 

 

A Christmas Catalogue 2025 

 
1. ALLINGHAM, Margery The Tiger in the Smoke  

London Chatto & Windus 1952 

 

First edition of the fourteenth novel in Allinghamôs Albert Campion series. Critics have called it the finest of the 

Campion mysteries and her best book. 

Margery Allingham was considered one of its four "Queens of Crime" from the "Golden Age of Detective 

Fiction", alongside Agatha Christie, Dorothy L. Sayers and Ngaio Marsh. Her character, the gentleman sleuth, 

Albert Campion, was initially believed to be a parody of Dorothy L. Sayers's detective Lord Peter Wimsey. 

Campion, however, matured into a strongly individual character, part-detective, part-adventurer, who formed the 

basis for 18 novels and many short stories. 

8vo., sometime finely bound by Bayntun-Riviere in half red morocco, lettered in gilt on spine with gilt handcuff 

centre tool in final panel, top edge gilt. A handsome volume. 

Author J. K. Rowling revealed that this is her favourite crime novel.  

[38790] Ã495 

 

 



 

The following other first editions by Margery Allingham are also available in uniform Bayntun bindings 

 

1930 Mystery Mile Ã395.00  

1934 Death of a Ghost Ã295.00  

1936 Flowers for the Judge Ã295.00  

1937 Dancers in Mourning Ã295.00  

1938 The Fashion in Shrouds Ã295.00  

1939 Mr Campion and Others Ã295.00  

1941 Traitorôs Purse Ã250.00  

1948 More Work for the Undertakers Ã195.00  

1955 The Beckoning Lady Ã195.00  

1958 Hide My Eyes Ã195.00  

1963 The China Governess Ã195.00  

1965 The Mind Readers Ã195.00  

1968 Cargo of Eagles Ã195.00  

1969 The Allingham Case-Book Ã195.00  

1989 The Return of Mr Campion.  Uncollected Stories.  Edited and with an Introduction 

by J.E. Morpurgo 
Ã195.00  

 
2. APULEIUS The Metamorphosis or Golden Ass and Philosophical Works of Apuleius. Translated 

from the Original Latin by Thomas Taylor.  

London Robert Triphook and Thomas Rodd 1822 

       First Thomas Taylor translation. With the final "Passages Suppressed", not found 

in all copies. With the bookplate of T.H. Ellison. 

8vo., pp. xxiv, 400, (10), sometime finely bound by Bayntun Riviere in half speckled 

calf over marbled boards, spine with contrasting leather label. Spine slightly sunned 

otherwise a very good copy. 

Includes the only surviving Roman novel The Metamorphosis or The Golden Ass, 

Apuleius on the God of Socrates, and Apuleius on the Habitude of the Doctrines of 

the Philosophy of Plato Books I-III. 

Thomas Taylor (15 May 1758 ï 1 November 1835) was an English translator and 

Neoplatonist, the first to translate into English the complete works of Aristotle and of 

Plato. 

[38926] Ã495 

 

3. ATTENBOROUGH, David The Zoo Quest Series. Zoo Quest to Guiana [with] Zoo Quest for a 

Dragon [with] Zoo Quest in Paraguay [with] Quest in Paradise [with] Zoo Quest to Madagascar [with] 

Quest under Capricorn.  

London Lutterworth Press [1956-63] 

First editions. A bright, fresh set in the original colourful dust wrappers of Attenborough's earliest books, recording his 'Zoo 

Quest' animal-foraging expeditions in many different territories. Well-illustrated and delightfully written, these early titles 

display much of the talent and infectious charm that has since made their author a naturalist, broadcaster and presenter of 

world renown. The series captures well the appeal of his first-ever television series 'Zoo Quest' that ran on the BBC from 

1954-1964.  

8vo., 6 volumes in original cloth with dust wrappers (3 price-clipped). Just a little light nicking and creasing to wrappers, a 

couple of which a just a little sunned on spines, 3 volumes with varied ink inscriptions, otherwise a very good set.   [39430] 

Ã2500 



 

 

 

4. ATTENBOROUGH, David The Life Series. Life on Earth [with] The Living Planet [with] The 

Trials of Life [with] The Private Life of Plants [with] The Life of Birds [with] The Life of Mammals [with] 

Life in the Undergrowth [with] Life in Cold Blood [and with] New Life Stories  

London Collins/ BBC [1979 - 2011] 

First editions. All copies signed or inscribed by David Attenborough. The encapsulation in print of 

Attenborough's 'Life' series, produced with the BBC over thirty-odd years and arguably the most outstanding 

and influential natural history broadcasts of all time.  

Large 8vo., 9 volumes in original cloth with dust wrappers. A near fine set. 

Comprises: 

Life on Earth. Signed by Attenborough on title-page. With non-authorial presentation inscription on front-free 

endpaper. 

The Living Planet. Inscribed by Attenborough on half-title ñTo John Happy Birthday David Attenborough.ò 

The Trials of Life. Signed by Attenborough on title-page. Spine of wrapper very slightly sunned. 

The Private Life of Plants. Signed by Attenborough on half-title. 

The Life of Birds. Inscribed by Attenborough on half-title ñTo Paul, Olga and Michael, David Attenborough.ò 

The Life of Mammals. Signed by Attenborough on title-page. 

Life in the Undergrowth. Signed by Attenborough on title-page. 

Life in Cold Blood. Inscribed by Attenborough on half-title ñFor Johnny, David Attenborough.ò 

Life Stories. Inscribed by Attenborough on the title-page ñTo Ian and Maggie, David Attenborough.ò 

[39431] Ã3750 

 

From the library of Major Abbey 

5. AUSTEN, Jane. The Works of Jane Austen. The Novels, Lady Susan and A Memoir of Jane 

Austen by J.E. Austen Leigh  



London Richard Bentley and Son 1882 [but 1886?] 

Reissue of the Steventon Edition(?) with the text printed in black rather than brown. The Steventon Edition was 

the last complete edition published by Bentley. Gibson D13 notes ñKeynes 32 records a reissue of the edition in 

1886, but I have not seen thisò. 

From the library of Major John Rowland Abbey with his 1933 paper bookplate in each volume. 

 

Major John Roland Abbey was the largest English book collector of his time. His book collecting started in 1929 

buying books from various private presses, eventually gaining complete collections of books from the 

Kelmscott, Ashendene and Gwasg Gregynog presses. He also became interested in modern bindings, and in 

1931 commissioned examples from Sybil Pye and, as here, from R. de Coverly & Sons. He also collected 

antiquarian books, starting from the sale of Primrose's collection and building it up from 1936 to 1938 thanks to 

sales from the Mensing, Moss, Aldenham, Schiff, and Cortlandt F. Bishop collections, eventually holding over 

1,300 books. He died on 24 December 1969 in London, and, with the exception of manuscripts given to his 

family and a group of books donated to the Eton College Collections, his remaining texts were sold for 

Ã993,509 between 1970 and 1975. 

With loosely inserted an autograph note signed from Handasyde Buchanan to Major Abbey, on G. Heywood Hill 

Ltd headed paper dated Dec 3 1957. 

ñDear Abbey, Thank you very much for your letter and for accepting my offer. I enclose a cheque for Ã140. I 

shall always wonder whether Redlynch House is Jane Austenôs Kellynch Hall in Persuasion. It was just about 



where you are, and if you ever get any confirmation please tell me. Donôt bother to acknowledge the cheque. 

Yours ever Handasyde Buchanan.ò Sadly, we do not know what books Buchanan was buying from the Major. 

8vo., 6 volumes handsomely bound by Roger De Coverly & Sons in half dark blue morocco, spines lettered in 

gilt with raised bands with gilt rules, all edges gilt. Spines uniformly darkened, spot of browning on frontispiece 

of Sense and Sensibility, otherwise a very good set. 

[39385] Ã6000 

 

6. BACON, Francis Baconôs Essays and Colours of Good and Evil with notes and glossarial index by 

W. Aldis Wright  

London Macmillan 1903 

 

Reprint of the Golden Treasury Series edition. 

Small 8vo., choicely bound for Hatchards in half single gilt ruled dark 

green morocco, spine lettered and panelled in gilt, all edges gilt. A little 

sunning to spine, otherwise a handsome volume.  

[39365] Ã95 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. BALLARD, J.G. Empire of the Sun.  

London, Victor Gollancz 1984 

 

First Edition. First state dust wrapper with just the two quotes from Graham 

Greene and Angela Carter printed on the back cover 

8vo., original black cloth, with dust wrapper. A near fine copy  

Ballardôs enduring novel of a young boyôs struggle to survive WWII in China. 

Winner of the James Tait Black Memorial Prize and shortlisted for the Booker. 

[38298] Ã125 

 

 

 

 



 

ñThe Author expressly prohibits teetotallers from reading this volumeò 

8. [BEER] A Book about Beer by a Drinker  

London Jonathan Cape 1934 

 

First edition. 

8vo., original quarter green cloth with buff boards with 

price-clipped dust wrapper. Spine of wrapper a little sunned 

otherwise a very good copy. 

A scarce book, the author unidentified, addressed 'both to 

the serious and to the casual drinker', aiming to give greater 

prestige to 'a drink which is neither a king nor a prince; but a 

friend'. In the manner of the voluminous books on wine 

which, the author avers, outweigh its actual consumption, 

our host herein provides details of beer's production, the 

varieties, how and when it should be drunk, its effects, and 

recommends food-pairings. 

[39389] Ã650 

 

 

 

 

9. BEETON, Mrs Mrs Beetonôs Family Cookery  

London Ward Lock and Co., Ltd [No date c. 1930] 

 

New Edition with 20 plates in colour and nearly 300 illustrations. 

Stout 8vo., original dark blue leatherette backed cloth boards. Spine richly gilt. A 

handsome copy.  

[38233] Ã125 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

10. BLAKE, William. Songs of Innocence.  

London, Trianon Press 1954 

Copy No. 659 of an edition of 1600 copies. 

        

8vo., original full orange morocco lettered in gilt on spine in original marbled paper covered slipcase, with 31 

collotype facsimile plates printed on Arches pure rag paper. Spine a little sunned, otherwise a very good copy. 

Songs of Innocence is a collection of 23 poems by Blake which he first printed in 1789, producing around 17 or 

18 copies. The Trianon Press published this excellently produced facsimile of the Rosenwald copy of the Songs 

of Innocence at the Library of Congress, believed to be one of the earliest coloured and issued by the artist and 

part of a group of 8 copies executed between 1790 and 1794 which are characterised by the simplicity of the 

watercolour washes and by the fact they were printed on both sides. After this time the colouring was more 

elaborate and the books were printed on rectos only. 

It includes óThe Lambô which is one of the greatest poems ever written about Christianity and which was 

famously set to music by John Taverner. 

[39419] Ã995 

 

11. BLAKE, William The Gates of Paradise. For Children. For the Sexes. Introductory volume by 

Geoffrey Keynes with Blakeôs preliminary sketches.  

London Trianon Press 1968 

Facsimile edition, from an edition of 726 total copies, this one of the first 50 have which have additional 

material and are in a special binding. The fourth additional volume of this deluxe edition contains collotypes 

without the plate marks, extra plates, negative, and copper plate. 

4 vols., 8vo and 12mo, Original tan morocco, (volume 4 in brown cloth, as issued), cloth slipcase, gilt lettering 

to spines of all volumes. Spines slightly flaked, otherwise a very good set. 

Volume I is an introductory volume, followed by three volumes of plates.  

"In about 1818 Blake revised For Children: The Gates of Paradise, giving the work the new title of For the 

Sexes: The Gates of Paradise and adding three new text plates at the end (Plates 19-21). All twenty-one plates 



are intaglio etchings/engravings. Plates 19-20 contain brief interpretive statements keyed by number to the 

preceding design plates. The final plate is addressed to Satan as the "God of This [fallen] World." (Blake 

Archive). 

 

ñThrough a numbered series of emblems with inscriptions 

ranging from single words to brief aphorisms, Blake puts the 

course of human life from birth to death in psychological 

perspective. Some of the plates form narrative sequences; 

others exemplify mental states and their reification in the 

external world.ò (William Blake Archive)  

[38105] Ã995 

 

 

 

 

12. BLAKE, William William Blake's Illustrations of the Book of Job. The Engravings and Related 

Material with Essays, Catalogue of States and Printings, Commentary on the Plates and Documentary 

Record by David Bindman, Barbara Bryant, Robert Essick, Geoffrey Keynes and Bo Lindberg. Edited by 

David Bindman  

London Trianon Press for the William Blake Trust 1987 

Letter D of 22 super deluxe specially-bound copies 

with additional material, from an edition limited to 

387, 10 parts in 4 vol. contained in 3 large slip-

cases. 

Always fascinated by the Book of Job, Blake's 

engravings were based on a series of watercolours 

executed between 1805 and 1806 for his patron 

Thomas Butts concerning a debate between Satan 

and God concerning Job's piety. The plates are 

noteworthy as being the last complete series of 

engravings completed before Blake's death in 1827. 

Vol.1 with text by David Bindman, Barbara Bryant, 

Robert Essick, and Geoffrey Keynes and folder of 

loose plates in various states & printings with 

commentary by Bo Lindberg,  

vol.2 with text and 3 portfolios of loose hand-

coloured plates of different colour versions from the 

circle of John Linnell (the New Zealand set, the 

Collins set, the Fitzwilliam plates) 

Vol.3 with additional material in 4 portfolios. 

Text vol. in original dark blue morocco over marbled 

boards, plates and other material loose in half dark 

blue morocco cloth folders or portfolios, in 3 

original dark blue morocco-backed marbled board 

drop-back boxes, morocco labels to upper covers, 3 large morocco and cloth slip-cases, a few tiny marks and 

very slight rubbing to edges but a fine set,  



Magnificent facsimile of Blake's work, considered by many to be the crowning achievement of the Trianon 

Press. The additional material includes  

alternative printings of the plates without plate-mark, proofs, guide & stencils from the Trianon Press edition of 

1974, a mounted label printed for the original publication of March 1826, a mounted plate 'Then a spirit passed 

before my face' (Linnell version watercolour from the Pierpont Morgan Library edition of 1935) and colour 

versions of designs from the circle of John Linnell. 

[38106] Ã6500 

 

Inscribed to Siegfried Sassoon 

13. [BLUNDEN, Edmund] On Several Occasions. By a Fellow of Merton College  

Corvinus Press 1938 

First edition, one of 60 numbered copies (No. 27), signed by the 

author on the limitation leaf. Blunden has warmly inscribed the book 

to Siegfried Sassoon and his wife with a nod to his publisher and a 

play on William Blake: ñSiegfried & Hester with Edmundôs love 

Heysterbury 4 June 

1939 / A Peer of the Realm, on printing bent, / Is surely as good as 

the House of Dent. / - Auguries of Innocence.ò  

8vo, [29] unpaginated leaves printed rectos only. Blue cloth spine and 

patterned cloth over boards, top edge gilt others untrimmed. 

Posthumous Sassoon library label on front pastedown. Some spotting 

to the cloth and deckled edge, otherwise a very good copy in the 

original numbered (repaired) slipcase.  

Sassoon's friendship with Blunden, "one of the best and most fruitful" 

of his life, was exceptionally close: "He brings with him his aura of 

enthusiasm for literature. He creates a special atmosphere which 

inspires me with certainty that I am a privileged person sharing the 

mysteries of the noble craft of letters... to have known Blunden is to 

have known a divine poet..." (Siegfried Sassoon Diaries)  

The Corvinus Press was founded in 1936 by Viscount Carlow, an 

Anglo-Irish aristocrat and RAF pilot, with the intention of producing 

books ñbeautiful beyond all those yet produced.ò The press printed only 58 books, all in small editions. Other 

authors published included T E Lawrence (Carlowôs close friend), James Joyce, Walter de la Mare, Wyndham 

Lewis and Stefan Zweig.  

An appealing presentation copy between two of the First World War poets who survived the war.    

[38995] Ã3750 

 

14. BOND, Michael Michael Bondôs Book of Bears.  

London Purnell 1971 

First edition inscribed by the author ñTo Justin, Dominic and Rebecca with all good wishes Michael Bondò. 

8vo., original cloth. A very good copy. 

An anthology of stories and anecdotes about bears put together by the creator of Paddington Bear. Contributors include 

Tolstoy, Evelyn Waugh, John Betjeman, A.A. Milne, Aesop, Hilaire Belloc and Michael Bond himself.   [39379] Ã395 



 

 

15. BOURRIENNE, M. Fauvelet de Memoirs of Napoleon Bonaparte. From the French by John.S. 

Memes.  

Edinburgh Printed for Constable and Co. and Hurst, Chance, and Co. London, Edinburgh: Printed by Andrew 

Shortreed, Thistle Lane 1830 

 

From Constable's miscellany of original and selected 

publications in the various departments of literature, 

science, & the arts; Vol. LVII, LVIII, LIX. Bound 

without series vignette title-pages and frontispieces. 

Small 8vo., 3 vols, handsomely bound for Hatchards in 

half tan, double gilt line ruled polished calf, spines 

richly gilt with contrasting leather labels, top edges gilt. 

A little rubbing to joints, a little spotting to edges, 

otherwise a very good attractive set. 

Bourrienneôs celebrated memoirs of Napoleon of which 

Goethe wrote: "All of the nimbus, all of the illusions, 

with which journalists and historians have surrounded 

Napoleon, vanishes before the awe-inspiring realisms 

of this booké"  

[39359] Ã295 

 

 

 

16. BROWNE, Thomas Religio Medici, by Sir Thomas Browne. Edited, with a new Introduction by 

Geoffrey Keynes  

Eugene Printed for the Members of the Limited Editions Club by John Henry Nash 1939 

Limited edition of 1,500 copies signed by John Henry Nash.  

Folio, original quarter linen with printed spine label, French marbled paper-covered sides. A near fine copy in 

repaired slipcase.  [39416] Ã125 



 

 

 

17. BUCHAN, John The Blanket of the Dark  

London, Hodder & Stoughton, 1931 

 

First edition of one of Buchanôs late historical novels, a 

masterfully crafted story of intrigue, paranoia, religious 

upheaval, dynastic chicanery, and tyranny in Tudor 

England. 

Signed by Buchan on the title-page 

8vo. original cloth with dust wrapper. Bookplate, chip to 

corner of front panel of wrapper, head and tail of spine of 

wrapper with a little creasing and nicking and internal 

support, wrapper a little rubbed, otherwise a very good 

copy. 

The Blanket of the Dark was well reviewed at the time 

Buchan published it in 1931, with praise from CS Lewis 

and the elderly Rudyard Kipling among others  

[39426] Ã995 

 

 

 

 

 



 

18. BUFFON, Count de. [SMELLIE, William. Translator] The Natural History of Birds. From the 

French of Count de Buffon.  

London Printed for A. Strahan, T. Caddell and J. Murray 1793 

 

First edition in English. With 262 engraved copper plates. 

8vo., 9 volumes in full tree calf, spines with contrasting red leather labels, gilt centre tools. 

Georges-Louis Leclerc, Comte de Buffon (1707-1788) was a French mathematician who was considered one of 

the leading naturalists of the Enlightenment. An acquaintance of Voltaire and other intellectuals, he worked as 

Keeper at the Jardin du Roi from 1739, and this inspired him to research and publish a vast encyclopaedia and 

survey of natural history, the ground-breaking Histoire Naturelle, which he published in forty-four volumes 

between 1749 and 1804.  

The Natural History of Birds, first published between 1770 and 1783 and translated into English in 1793, 

contain Buffon's survey and descriptions of birds from the Histoire Naturelle. Based on recorded observations of 

birds both in France and in other countries, these volumes provide detailed descriptions of various bird species, 

their habitats and behaviours, and were the first publications to present a comprehensive account of eighteenth-

century ornithology.  

William Smellie (1740ï1795) was a Scottish printer who edited the first edition of the EncyclopÞdia Britannica. 

He was also a naturalist and antiquary. He was a joint founder of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, co-founder of 

the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, and a friend of Robert Burns.  

[39342] Ã995 

 



19. BULGAKOV, Mikhail. The Master and the Margarita. Translated from the Russian by Michael 

Glenny.  

London Collins and The Harvill Press, 1967. 

 

First edition of the first complete translation of Bulgakov's 

masterpiece: a "highly readable" translation that captures the 

"tremendous verve" of Bulgakov's originalò 

8vo., original cloth in dust jacket. A very good copy, the red 

lettering on the spine of the dust wrapper very bright. 

The scarce first printing of Glenny's popular translation. 

Preceded in 1967 by an inferior translation, by Mirra Ginsburg, 

which was taken from the heavily edited Russian edition, the 

Glenny version translates the complete novel and has always 

been the preferred text and is generally considered the best of the 

six different translations into English that have now appeared. 

Listed in BBC's Big Read (200 Best Novels) [2003], also in The 

Times' Novel List 60 Greatest Books Poll.  

[39011] Ã995 

 

 

 

20. BURGESS, Anthony A Clockwork Orange  

London Heinemann 1962 

First edition, first issue in black cloth with Barry Trangrove-

designed first issue wrapper (16s net) with longer flaps. With 

a label signed by Anthony Burgess tipped onto front-free 

endpaper. 

8vo., original cloth with dust wrapper. Spine of wrapper very 

slightly sunned, neat ink name, otherwise a very good copy. 

On Time Magazine's list of the 100 best English-language 

novels written since 1923; named by Modern Library and its 

readers as one of the 100 best English-language novels of the 

20th century and a cornerstone of twentieth-century British 

fiction.  

The basis for the 1971 movie of the same name directed by Stanley 

Kubrick with Malcolm McDowell, Patrick Magee, Michael Bates 

and Warren Clarke. The author thought the film was a masterpiece 

but resented having to defend the film on television and in print as it 

was not his own work. Burgess gave the movie a positive review for 

the Listener after the film went on general release in January 1972: 

"technically brilliant, thoughtful, relevant, poetic, mind-opening. It 

was possible for me to see the work as a radical remaking of my own 

novel, not as a mere interpretation, and this the feeling that it was no 

impertinence to blazon it as Stanley Kubrick s Clockwork Orange is 

the best tribute I can pay to the Kubrickian mastery"  

[39285] Ã6500 



 

21. CAMUS, Albert The Myth of Sisythus. Translated from the French by Justin OôBrien  

London Hamish Hamilton 1955 

 

First English edition. ñThe Myth of Sisyphus is one of the 

clearest and strongest philosophical statements yet written 

about our time and ranks with its authorôs most important 

work.ò 

8vo., original cloth with dust wrapper. A little nicking to 

extremities of wrapper, otherwise a very good copy. 

Includes a new preface by Camus and his essays 

"Summer in Algiers", "The Minotaur, or The Stop in 

Oran", "Helen's Exile", "Return to Tipasa", and "The 

Artist and His Time". 

Camus's absurdist treatise on the philosophical problem of 

suicide was first published as Le Mythe de Sisyphe in 

1942. Addressing his English readers, Camus comments 

that, "written fifteen years ago, in 1940, amidst the French 

and European disaster, this book declares that even within 

the limits of nihilism it is possible to find the means to 

proceed beyond nihilism... This book is in a certain sense 

the most personal of those I have published in English". It 

acts as a non-fictional companion to his novel L'£tranger 

(1942).  

[39433] Ã2250 

 

 

22. CHRISTIE, Agatha Murder on the Orient Express  

London Published by the Crime Club for Collins 1936 

 

10th impression of the title, early paperback edition. First published in 1934, 

the Crime Club used Murder on the Orient Express as the first title in their 

new series of paperback selections, ñThe Crime Club has made a selection 

of the most successful detective novels published under its imprint and is 

issuing a new series, at a low price, which contains only the cream of its 

recent selections; each title was a best-seller in the original edition.ò The 

first issue of this paperback edition had been published a few months earlier 

in the same year. 

8vo., original stiff card wrappers with striking design in green, black and 

white, with the very rare dust wrapper reprising the wrapper design. A little 

loss to head and tail of wrapper, otherwise a very good copy of a fragile 

item. 

The same cover design was used on other titles in this paperback series.  

[38829] Ã395 



 

 

 

23. CHRISTIE, Agatha. Destination Unknown  

London, Published for The Crime Club by Collins, 1954 

First edition.  

8vo. Original cloth, in dust wrapper. A little nicking to ends of spine of wrapper which is slightly sunned, 

otherwise a very good copy  

[39128] Ã295 

 

24. CHRISTIE, Agatha. Hickory Dickory Dock  

London Published for the Crime Club by Collins 1955 

First edition. A Hercule Poirot story. 

8vo. Original cloth,with price-clipped dust wrapper. Spin of wrapper sunned, neat ink inscription otherwise a 

very good copy.  

[39127] Ã295 

 

25. CHRISTIE, Agatha. Dead Manôs Folly  

London Published for The Crime Club by Collins 1956 

First edition. An Hercule Poirot novel. 

8vo. original cloth with dust wrapper. Wrapper a bit chipped, otherwise a very good copy  

[39309] Ã225 

 

26. CHRISTIE, Agatha. The Pale Horse  

London, Published for the Crime Club by Collins, 1961 

First edition.  

8vo. Original cloth with dust wrapper. Wrapper with a few nicks and a little rubbing, otherwise a very good 

copy.    [39129] Ã350 



 

27. CHRISTIE, Agatha By the Pricking of My Thumbs  

London Published for The Crime Club by Collins 1968 

First edition. A Tommy and Tuppence novel. 

8vo., original cloth with dust wrapper. Spine of wrapper slightly sunned, neat ink name, otherwise a very good 

copy.  

[39130] Ã195 

 

28. CLARKE, James Stanier, Rev. M'ARTHUR, John The Life of Admiral Lord Nelson, K.B. from his 

Lordship's Manuscripts. 

London Printed by T. Bensley...for T. Cadell and W. Davies 1809 

 

     

First edition. A profusely extra-illustrated copy, with remarkable provenance and many manuscript letters of 

Clarke and M'Arthur's seminal biography of Nelson. 

Quarto. In two volumes. vii, 15, [1], xlv, [1], 375, [1]; [2], 511pp, [1]. With an engraved portrait frontispiece to 

each volume, 10 further engraved plates, and four engraved vignettes. Extra-illustrated with 21 engraved plates, 

nine manuscript documents, two facsimile letters, [2]pp description of Naples, three leaves of The Times 

newspaper, and a broadside variously bound, tipped-in, or loosely inserted. Recent half calf, tooled in gilt and 

blind, marbled boards, contrasting red and green morocco lettering-pieces, all edges gilt. Minor shelf-wear, a 

little staining to spine of vol.2 Marbled endpapers, a little scattered foxing, short closed tear to margin of leaf 

5M2, some waterstaining to margins of plates in vol. 2. 

From the library of British army officer Edward Charles Fletcher with his bookplate, thence from the library of 

Nelson author and authority C.J. Britton, to Norfolk-based amateur historian, and inaugural member of the 

Nelson Society, R. C. Fiske with his bookplate. 



Fiske notes on the recto of front blank fly-leaf of Vol. I: 'This fine copy comes from the library of C. J. Britton, 

the Nelson author and authority. It comprises a good copy formerly belonging to Edward Charles Fletcher (see 

his book-plate) and some leaves salvaged from a poor copy formerly belonging to Nelson's old 'Sea-Daddy', 

Capt. Wm. Locker. These leaves had brief annotations by Locker and were kept in the original full calf covered 

boards (no spine) which had Locker's gilt stamps on the front. When it became necessary to re-case Fletcher's 

volumes I had Locker's duplicate pages inserted and adding his gilt stamps in the form of a book-plate. The 

extra illustrations and letters which Britton had inserted have been retained. The loose ones have been collected 

and inserted by myself. RCF'. 

Fiske is mistaken in believing that the duplicate leaves were from William Lockerôs copy (he had died in 1800). 

Rather they were from his son, Edward Hawke Lockerôs copy (see List of Orders Vol.1 p.9). A short note by C.J. 

Britton attests to this. 

There are 2 duplicate leaves in volume 1 (pp. 15 and 303) and 6 duplicate leaves in volume 2 (pp. 55, 79, 83, 85, 

257 and 453). 

Also taken from the Locker copy and tipped into volume 1 is a contemporary (watermarked 1794) manuscript 

copy of the ñA Few Remarks Relative to Myself in the Captain, in which my Pendant was Flying on the Most 

Glorious Valentine's Day, 1797ò. This original manuscript is noted in a letter from Nelson to Locker of Feb 21st 

1797. The ñRemarksò are reproduced on pp. 349-351 of Volume 1. Together with two sheets from Nelson's 

journal (apparently in the handwriting of a clerk) 

The extra manuscript documents contained within this copy include: 

- James Stanier Clarke (1766-1834), an A.L.S. circa 1809, three pages mounted on card 'I have got another name 

for the Nelson Life that has been omitted, like many others. The fault does not rest with me. And I send you the 

letter I have received. Pray take care that a copy, with proofs, is sent in the course of the day to Lord [?]ôs [?] 

whose [?] lives at 35 Margaret Street Cav[endish] Square. Your Hon. Servant J.S. Clarkeò (Loosely inserted Vol. 

1 p. iv) 

- George Rose (1744-1818), an A.L.S. dated July 5th 1796, three pages supporting an application by Lt. Gen 

Giles Stibbert (1743-1809);(Bound in Vol.1 p.102) 

- Sir William Hamilton (1730-1803), an autograph letter headed 'Naples' and dated May 17th 1785, four pages 

but incomplete as final leaf excised at foot; (Bound in Vol.1 p.260) 

- Admiral Edward Vernon (1684-1757), autograph letter signed dated 15th Sept 1708, two pages, Sept 17 

Bishopmark, some browning, part losses and repairs; (Loose in Vol.2) 

- General Thomas Graham, 1st Baron Lynedoch (1748-1843), A.L.S. headed 'Citadel of Messina' and dated 

22nd June 1799 to Sir William Hamilton (1730-1803), three pages (Loose in Vol.2).  

- James Stanier Clarke (1766-1834), another undated A.L.S., three pages listing various personages to whom 

proof prints and copies of the work are to be sent; (Loose in Vol.2) 

- Rear-Admiral Sir John Lockhart Ross (1721-1790), an A.L.S. headed 'Royal George Spithead' and dated May 

20th 1781, two pages '...we are returned after supplying the garrison of Gibraltar with plenty of provisions, the 

Spanish fleet of 30 sail of the line hearing'. (Loose in Vol.2) 

- Richard Howe, 1st Earl Howe, (1726-1799), signed printed notice with added manuscript dated 9th October 

1790 respecting the signal flag, white with blue cross. (Loose in Vol.2) 

Captain William Locker (1731-1800) was a Royal Navy officer and correspondent of Horatio Nelson. In 1777 

Locker commissioned the Lowestoft for the West Indies. A nineteen-year-old Nelson, then just promoted, was at 

the same time appointed one of the Lowestoft's lieutenants, and remained with Locker for about fifteen months. 

More than twenty years afterwards (1799) Nelson wrote to Locker: 'I have been your scholar; it is you who 

taught me to board a Frenchman by your conduct when in the Experiment; it is you who always told me óLay a 

Frenchman close and you will beat him;ô and my only merit in my profession is being a good scholar. Our 

friendship will never end but with my life, but you have always been too partial to me'. 

[38842] Ã5000 



 

29. [CLIVE OF INDIA] MALCOLM, Sir John The Life of Robert, Lord Clive: Collected from the 

Family Papers communicated by The Earl of Powis.  

London John Murray 1836 

 

First edition of this landmark in the intellectual history of British India, the 

official life of Clive of India by Sir John Malcolm, himself another great 

Indian administrator.  

8vo., 3 volumes in full tan polished calf for Bosworth and Harrison, boards 

with double gilt line panel, spines richly gilt with contrasting leather labels. 

Engraved portrait frontispiece of Clive by Edwards after Reynolds (actually 

by Nathaniel Dance, see erratum at end of vol. III), folding engraved map of 

India by J. and C. Walker. A little rubbing to bindings, bookplate in each 

volume, but still a handsome set. 

"By the time Malcolm wrote, no new material had appeared on Clive for more 

than forty years. The core of Malcolm's work was to be the large collection of 

manuscripts kept by Clive's son, the Earl of Powis" However, Malcolm died in 

1833 before he had finished his work and the task of completion was passed to 

his old colleague in the Indian service, William Erskine.  

[38564] Ã1500 

 

 

 

30. COLLINS, Wilkie. The Moonstone in Volume XIX and Volume XX of All the Year Round [with] 

Mugby Junction [and] No Thoroughfare  

London Chapman and Hall 1867-8 

The first appearance of The Moonstone, serialised in All the 

Year Round between December 1867 and August 1868. Also 

bound in are the two Extra Christmas Numbers of All the 

Year Round for 1866 and 1867 which include Charles 

Dickensô Mugby Junction and Wilkie Collinsô and Dickensô 

collaboration No Thoroughfare. 

8vo., 2 volumes bound in one. Sometime bound in blue cloth 

lettered in gilt on spine. With the bookplates of E Hubert 

Litchfield, Florence & Edward Kaye and Lawrence 

Solomon. A very good copy. 

A Haycraft/Queen Cornerstone, T. S. Eliot called The 

Moonstone the first and best modern detective story.  

Mugby Junction is a set of short stories written in 1866 by 

Charles Dickens and collaborators Charles Collins, Amelia 

B. Edwards, Andrew Halliday, and Hesba Stretton. It was 

first published in a Christmas edition of the magazine All the 

Year Round. Dickens penned a majority of the issue, 

including the frame narrative in which "the Gentleman for 

Nowhere," who has spent his life cloistered in the firm Barbox Brothers & Co., makes use of his new-found 



freedom in retirement to explore the rail lines that connect with Mugby Junction. Dickens's collaborators each 

contributed an individual story to the collection. Mugby Junction includes the famous ghost story The Signal-

Man. 

The novel No Thoroughfare was first published in 1867, in the Christmas number of Dickens's periodical All the 

Year Round. There are thematic parallels with other books from Dickens's mature writings, including Little 

Dorrit (1857) and especially Our Mutual Friend (1865).  

[37243] Ã750 

 

31. COLUMBUS, Christopher The Spanish Letter of Columbus to Luis de Sant Angel Escribano de 

Racion of the Kingdom of Arago Dated 15 February 1493 Reprinted in facsimileé from the Unique Copy 

of the Original Edition (printed at Barcelona early April 1493) now in possession of Bernard Quaritch.  

London Published by Bernard Quaritch 1891 

 

First edition. A facsimile of the famous Columbus Spanish Letter, the first printed account of the New World, 

which Christopher Columbus wrote to King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella to inform them of his discovery of 

the Americas. The letter was soon printed after Columbusôs return, this earliest version printed in Spanish in 

Barcelona in 1493. Only one copy of this version printed in Spanish is known. It was bought by London 

antiquarian bookseller Bernard Quaritch from a French dealer in 1890 and sold by him in 1892 to the Lenox 

Library in New York (now part of the New York Public Library). In 1891 Quaritch issued this facsimile of the 

letter under the supervision of Michael Kerney who was the chief cataloguer at Bernard Quaritch at the time and 

who was behind many of the firmôs distinguished catalogues and productions. Kerney was responsible for an 

enduring contribution to scholarship, producing this first authoritative study of the Spanish Letter of Columbus 

document. A natural linguist with an extensive knowledge of books and early manuscripts he taught himself 

Arabic, Persian and other eastern tongues to add to his Greek, Latin and various modern European languages. 

The Spanish Letter is, by common acclaim, the most valuable item of printed Americana ever to have appeared 

on the market.  

Folio., original red morocco backed cloth boards, lettered in gilt on spine. Pp. 14 Preface, [4] facsimile of the 

letter, 15-21 transliteration of the Spanish text, 22-33 translation into English. A little rubbing to binding which 

has signs of a little waterstaining, nevertheless a very good copy. 

Soon after the Columbus letter was published in Spanish in Barcelona, another version was published. This was 

translated into Latin and was published in Rome by Stephan Plannck. In 1893 Bernard Quaritch also produced a 

facsimile of this letter, issued with a Preface, but without a translation, as ñthat work has already been done 

several timesò. The Quaritch Preface and facsimile of the Latin Letter was then reproduced as part of The 



Columbus Memorial edited by George Young (Jordan Bros Philadelphia, 1893). A copy of this section of The 

Columbus Memorial (pp. 49-55 Preface and [8] facsimile) has been tipped into this copy of the Spanish Letter 

facsimile. The Latin letter is smaller in format. 

Also loosely inserted is a 9 page manuscript copy reproducing parts of the Critical Notes made by Julia Rae for 

an 1889 facsimile edition of The Spanish Letter. This facsimile was made from a letter that turned out to be a 

forgery. The notes do, however, provide more background research on the publication history of Columbusôs 

letter. 

From the library of banker, book collector, philanthropist, horticulturalist, and prominent land developer of West 

Philadelphia, Clarence H Clark with his bookplate. 

Sold with a copy of the 2006 Quaritch reprint of the facsimile, limited to 500 copies with a new introduction and 

new essays, edited by Anthony Payne. 

[38437] Ã995 

 

32. COOPER, Artemis. Patrick Leigh Fermor. An Adventure  

London, John Murray, 2012 

 

First edition, signed by Artemis Cooper. 

8vo., original cloth with dust wrapper. A near fine copy.  

[39315] Ã125 

 

 

 

 

 

33. COURTNEY WILLIAMS, A. Trout Flies. A Discussion and a Dictionary.  

London A & C Black 1932 

 

First edition signed by the author on the title-page. With 6 colour plates 

and 9 black and white plates. 

8vo., sometime finely bound by Bayntun Riviere in half gilt ruled dark 

green polished calf, spine panelled in gilt with contrasting leather labels 

and gilt centre tools, top edge gilt. Some occasional light foxing, 

otherwise a handsome volume.  

[38413] Ã395 

 

 

 

 



 

34. [CRICKET] BRADMAN, Don. Wisden on Bradman Edited by Graeme Wright.  

South Yarra Victoria Hardie Grant Books 1998. 

 

90th Birthday edition, with a photograph of Bradman clipped 

from a book signed by Bradman tipped in. 

8vo., original cloth with dust wrapper. Spine of wrapper slightly 

sunned, otherwise a very good copy. 

A celebration of Don Bradman's cricket career as reported in 

Wisden, with scores, match reports, essays and photographs  

[39303] Ã250 

 

 

 

 

 

35. [CRICKET]. ILLINGWORTH, Ray and GREGORY, Kenneth The Ashes. A Centenary.  

London Collins 1982 

 

First edition. Signed by 21 Test cricketers. 

8vo., original cloth with dust wrapper. A near fine copy. 

The signatories are: 

Jonny Bairstow, Ravi Bopara, Rory Burns, Mark Butcher, Andy Caddick,  Alastair 

Cook, Dominic Cork, Keith Fletcher, Graham Gooch, David Gower, Mark Ilott, 

Dan Lawrence, John Lever, Adam Lyth, Monty Panesar, Ollie Pope, Derek 

Pringle, Chris Silverwood, Jamie Smith, Peter Such, and James Whitaker 

[39304] Ã395 

 

 

36. DAHL, Roald. Matilda. Illustrated by Quentin Blake.  

London, Jonathan Cape, 1988 

First edition  

8vo., original cloth with dust wrapper. Spine of wrapper just slightly sunned, otherwise a very good copy. 

Dahlôs last major book, Matilda won the Children's Book Award in 1989. It formed the basis for both the 1996 

film directed by Danny DeVito and the successful stage musical which premiered at the RSC's Courtyard 

Theatre in Stratford-upon-Avon in November 2010. A film adaptation of the musical was released in December 

2022  

[39432] Ã595 



 

 

 

37. DE BRUNHOFF, L. Babar dans son Jardin  

Librarie Hachette 1969 

 

First edition. 

Small oblong 12mo (120 x 60 mm). 16 pages. In original printed wrappers. 

A charming, seemingly unrecorded, Babar ephemeron.  

[38728] Ã395 

 

Remarkable association copy linking the pioneering interior designer Elsie de Wolfe with Gertrude Stein, then to 

Nicole de Vesian an influential garden designer, and her husband a French prisoner of war. 

38. DE WOLFE, Elsie After All  

London William Heinemann 1935 



First edition of De Wolfeôs vivacious autobiography, inscribed to Gertrude Stein, with a fascinating later chain 

of ownership recorded on the endpapers.  

 

8vo., original red cloth (without dust wrapper). Spine slightly darkened otherwise a very good copy. 

Elsie de Wolfe (1859-1950) was an actress and socialite and the first prominent women interior designer. Her 

collaborations with Anne Morgan, Anne Vanderbilt and the Frick sisters dragged the fashionable interiors of 

New York out of the Victorian era and opened up a new field of employment for women. ñHer success as a 

career woman led the way for the acceptance of American women in the professional world.ò (ANB)  

She lived openly with the pioneering theatrical agent and producer Elisabeth Marbury for 27 years. Marbury's 

clients ranged from the French Academy of Letters to playwrights Oscar Wilde and George Bernard Shaw; to 

the dance team of Vernon and Irene Castle. Her 1923 autobiography My Crystal Ball; Reminiscences includes a 

chapter The Last Days of Oscar Wilde. 

In 1938, at the time of the inscription, De Wolfe styling herself as Lady Elsie Mendl (as she was through her 

marriage of convenience to an eccentric British diplomat), was living with Marbury at their home in Versailles 

throwing extravagant parties as the Nazis marched closer. The inscription reads ñTo [a] great woman from a new 

friend, Elsie Mendl. Versailles June 6th 1938.ò A pencil note underneath identifies the ógreat womanô as 

Gertrude Stein. There are photos and known details of a luncheon hosted by De Wolfe and Marbury in honour of 

Gertrude Stein and Alice Toklas in May 1938.  

The story is continued on the facing endpaper where a pencil annotation in French notes that this was one of a 

number of books from Gertude Steinôs wartime residence in Burgey which she gave to Nicole Llewellyn Picot 

in August 1941. (The note is written in the third person but signed with Nicoleôs ñNò.) The books were given to 

help Nicole learn English and there are indeed numerous instances of French words being pencilled above the 

English throughout the book.  



In April 1943 Nicole divorced M. Picot and in July 1943 married Bernard de Vesian and as Nicole de Vesian she 

went on to have a brilliant career as a fashion designer, notably for Hermes scarves, and later as a garden 

designer.  

The story does not end there, however: It appears that as a lieutenant in the French army Bernard was captured 

whilst he had this book in his possession as it also contains the censorôs ink stamps from Oflag II D, a POW 

camp in northeast Poland, as well as his name pencilled above ñBl. IV BCò perhaps indicating that he was held 

in block four. Somehow the book made it back to Nicole as the book was gifted one last time ñTo a great boy 

with love and admiration, Nicole.ò This final inscription, which plays on the first inscription to Stein, has been 

dated in a different, green pen, ñ1988.ò  

Nicole died in 1996. Her garden ñLa Louvreò in Provence is still visited and admired.  

A remarkable association copy linking three influential women of the arts and one unfortunate French prisoner 

of war.  

[37973] Ã2950 

 

With over 150 autographs 

39. DôESTERRE-KEELING, Eleonore (Compiler) The Music of the Poets. A Musicianôs Birthday Book  

London Walter Scott Limited 1897 

 

Second Revised Edition. A ñBirthday Note" book designed to record birthdays of friends, and relatives. Each 

day of the year is represented on facing pages, with versos recording notable musician birthdays on that date 

with a short musical notation, or an epigram or quote and the facing recto page space blank for the owner to 

record details relating to the person whose birth date they share with that musician. This copy belonged to 

William D Spark of Newcastle-upon-Tyne with his ownership signature. Spark collected over 150 autographs in 

his book including many famous musicians and actors. Spark himself signed the book noting he was a ñSolo 

Bassò. At the rear of the book Spark has written an index of the autographs arranged by profession. 



8vo., original publishers black pebble-grain leather. Binding a little worn, otherwise a very good copy. 

The list of autographs is a smorgasbord of Edwardian culture.  

Actors and actresses include: Sarah Bernhardt, Ellen Terry, Henry Irving, Herbert Beerbohm Tree, Maud 

Beerbohm Tree, Viola Beerbohm Tree, Lillie Langtree, Forbes Robertson, Ellaline Terriss Hicks and Edward 

Terry. 

Musicians include: Enrico Caruso, John McCormack, Clara Butt, Charles Villiers Stanford, Hamish McCunn, 

Samuel Coleridge Taylor, and Joseph Joachim. 

A fuller list is available on request.  

[37664] Ã1500 

 

40. DICKENS, Charles. Oliver Twist by ñBozò. In Three Volumes.  

London, Richard Bentley 1838 

 

First Edition, first issue (with the author as "Boz" to title-page - within a week of publication copies began to be 

issued, at Dickens's insistence, with his name on the title-page), with the "Fireside" plate at the rear of Volume 

III common to the earliest copies). 24 plates by Cruikshank. Half-title present in Volumes I and II (not called-for 

in Vol. III). 

8vo., (188 x 122 mm) 3 volumes handsomely bound by Bayntun in full tan single gilt line panelled morocco, 

boards with gilt portrait block of Dickens on upper boards and gilt facsimile Dickens signature on lower boards, 

spine panelled and lettered in gilt with gilt centre tools, all edges gilt. An attractive set. 

The "Fireside" plate was one of several illustrations by Cruikshank that were rushed to complete the book. 

Reviewing the plates before publication, Dickens objected to this illustration and ordered a new one prepared. 

Early copies have this original plate, as well as "Boz" on the title page, which also displeased the author. The 

book was published on November 9, 1838, and changes were made in copies prepared between the 9th and the 

16th.  

[37347] Ã5500 

 

41. DONNE. John. The Love Poems of John Donne with some account of his life taken from the 

writings in 1639 of Izaak Walton. [Edited by Vera Meynell.]  

London, The Nonesuch Press, 1923 



Limited edition of 1250 copies set in the Fell types, printed at Oxford University Press on Vidalon handmade 

paper. Title surrounded by a border of type ornaments printed in red. Collotype frontispiece.  

 

4to. Original vellum-backed boards, with dark red Italian paper-covered boards, printed with a woodcut pattern 

also used for the endpapers. Book label. A near fine copy. 

The first book of the Nonesuch Press, printed by Francis Meynell in unique 17th century Fell types. 'The poems 

were printed in italics both because these Fell letters are particularly pretty and characteristic and because they 

do not make for "easy reading". Poetry should not, I think, be read easily.' (Francis Meynell)  

Dreyfus 1.  

[39414] Ã495 

 

42. DOYLE, Sir Arthur Conan. The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes [and] The Memoirs of Sherlock 

Holmes in The Strand Magazine.  

London George Newnes 1891-1893 

First appearances of The Adventures and The Memoirs 

of Sherlock Holmes, serialized in the Strand Magazine 

in Vols 2 ï 6. Also, with Doyleôs first appearance in 

the magazine, The Voice of Science, in vol.1. Volume 

5 also includes Doyleôs Sherlock Holmes story The 

Adventure of the Cardboard Box.  

8vo., six volumes in original publisherôs decorative 

cloth. A little rubbing to extremities, neat ink name in 

each volume, a little occasional light spotting, 

otherwise a very good set, brighter than often found. 

The Strand Magazine issues of Doyleôs works contain 

more illustrations, notably by Sidney Paget, than the 

later book editions.   [38120] Ã1250 



 

43. DOYLE, Sir Arthur Conan. The Hound of the Baskervilles.  

London, George Newnes Limited 1902 

 

First edition first issue in book form (first serialised in the 

Strand Magazine between August 1901 and April 1902), with 

"you" for "your" on page 13, line 3. 

8vo., original decorative red cloth with a design in black and 

gilt a design by Alfred Garth Jones. Frontispiece and 15 

plates after Sidney Paget. Just the slightest rubbing to head 

of spine, a little browning to endpapers, otherwise a very 

good bright copy.  

[39383] Ã6000 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

44. DOYLE, Sir Arthur Conan The Valley of Fear.  

London Smith Elder & Co 1915 

 

First edition. The fourth and final Sherlock Holmes novel. 

8vo., original red cloth lettered in gilt on spine and upper board. Just a 

little darkening to spine, some quite heavy foxing to prelims and first 

15 or so pages, neat ink names, otherwise a very good copy, the cloth 

bright and fresh.  

[38664] Ã1250 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

45. DU MAURIER, Daphne Frenchmanôs Creek  

London Victor Gollancz 1941 

 

First edition. Du Maurierôs historical novel was her first publication 

after the huge success of Rebecca, as the dust wrapper proudly 

proclaims ñJust Out! Daphne du Maurierôs New Novel, Frenchmanôs 

Creek. Itôs by the author of Rebecca, sales in English of which are now 

about One Millionò 

8vo., original cloth with dust wrapper. Spine of wrapper slightly sunned 

but brighter than often found. 

Du Maurierôs adventure story set in Cornwall was made into a film in 

1944 starring Joan Fontaine, Arturo de C·rdova, Basil Rathbone and 

Nigel Bruce.  

[39425] Ã750 

 

 

46. DURRELL, Gerald. The Corfu Trilogy. My Family and Other Animals, Birds Beasts and Relatives 

[and] The Garden of the Gods  

London, Rupert Hart Davis [and] Collins 1956 ï 1978 

 

First Editions. 

8vo., 3 volumes in original cloth with dust wrappers (2 price-clipped). My Family and other Animals has a little 

chipping to the wrapper and has a little staining to the inside of the wrapper lightly showing through on the 



lower panel. Birds Beasts and Relatives has just a little rubbing to spine ends of the wrapper with a neat ink 

name on front free endpaper. The Garden of the Gods near fine. 

A very good set of Durrellôs classic trilogy of books about his familyôs life in Corfu in the 1930s. Recently made 

into a successful television series.  

[39197] Ã1350 

 

The American ñIfò 

47. EHRMANN, Max 

Desiderata. ñGo Placidly Amid the Noise and Hasteò Engraved brass plaque.  

 

Vintage brass wall plaque containing the full text of Ehrmannôs ótimeless masterpieceô which has become 

associated with St Paulôs Church Baltimore. 

(20 x 28.5cm) brass plaque with felt to the back; lightly marked and slightly scratched front. 

Desiderata was written in 1927 by Max Ehrmann, a poet and lawyer from Indiana. The poem became widely 

known in the 1960s and 1970s when various broadside printings became hugely popular. Ehrmann wrote the 

poem ñbecause it counsels those virtues I felt most in need of.ò  

[38023] Ã995 

 

 



 

 

48. ELIOT, George The Mill on the Floss  

London Collins [c.1920] 

       

Library of Classics Edition. Illustrated with frontispiece by Mary Shillabeer. Mary Shillabeer worked mostly as 

an illustrator of childrenôs early readers, of which she illustrated a wide range. She illustrated relatively few 

books for older readers, but amongst them is the elegant frontispiece for this edition of The Mill on the Floss. 

Small 8vo., choicely bound in full red morocco, spine richly gilt with single green dot leather onlays, boards 

with gilt borders and central gilt lozenge with green leather onlays, housed in custom-made slipcase.  

[37119] Ã650 

 

49. FAWCETT, Millicent Garrett Womenôs Suffrage. A Short History of a Great Movement  

London T.C. & E.C. Black [1912] 

 

First edition of this history written by one of the leading campaigners of 

the cause, beginning with a discussion of Mary Wollstonecraft's 

Vindication of the Rights of Women (1792) and concluding with a survey 

of the most recent international developments.  

Small 8vo. Publisher's advertisement at rear dated February 1912. 

Original green cloth, spine lettered in black, front cover lettered and 

blocked in black. Ink ownership stamp on front-free endpaper, otherwise 

a very good copy. 

English politician, writer and feminist Dame Millicent Garrett Fawcett 

led Britain's largest women's rights association, the National Union of 

Women's Suffrage Societies (NUWSS) from 1897 to 1919. In 2018, a 

century after the Representation of the People Act, she was the first 

woman honoured with a statue in Parliament Square.  [39427] Ã750 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Inscribed to Natasha Spender 

50. FERMOR, Patrick Leigh (Contributor) George Katsimbalis  

Athens The Gennadius Library 1998 

 

First appearance in English of Fermorôs essay on George Katsimbalis, a vivid portrait of this charismatic literary 

impresario, and hero of Henry Millerôs The Colossus of Maroussi, in Issue 3 of The New Griffon (pp. 11-14). 

With a manuscript correction in the text and a manuscript footnote in ink by Fermor. Inscribed by Fermor to 

Natasha Spender ñFor Natasha with much love from Paddy. Dumbleton 20 August 2000ò. The inscription is 

embellished with Fermorôs usual cloud and flying bird ornaments. With Natasha and Stephen Spenderôs 

bookplate deigned by John Craxton loosely inserted. 

Natasha Spender (1919-2010) was a concert pianist, academic, and the wife of the poet Stephen Spender. She 

made history in 1947, performing Beethoven's Piano Concerto No. 2 in B-flat at the Last Night of the Promsð

the first concert in the world to be televised. 

This third issue of the Gennadius Libraryôs magazine The New Griffon is dedicated in toto to George 

Katsimbalis. In addition to Fermorôs contribution there are, inter alia, articles on the correspondence between 

George Sefaris and George Katsimbalis, a poem by Scottish poet Brian Johnstone, and an essay on Edward Lear 

ñThe landscape painter of Greeceò. The essays are printed in Greek, English with some also in French. 

The Gennadius Library opened in 1926 with the 26,000 volume collection of diplomat and bibliophile Joannes 

Gennadius. The Library houses today 145,000 titles of rare books and bindings, research materials, manuscripts, 

archives, and works of art that illuminate Hellenism, Greece, and neighbouring civilizations from antiquity to 

modern times. Rare maps of the Mediterranean, early editions of Homer's Iliad and Odyssey and a laurel wreath 

belonging to Lord Byron are just some of the unique items to be found here. The library also has the original 

manuscript of this essay by Fermor.  

[39236] Ã995 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

51. FLEMING, Ian. From Russia, With Love.  

London, Jonathan Cape 1957 

First edition. 

8vo., original cloth with pistol and rose motif blocked in silver and red to upper cover, in dust wrapper. Wrapper 

as little nicked, somewhat darkened on spine and lower panel of wrapper, otherwise a very good copy.  

[39214] Ã3995 

 

52. FLEMING, Ian. You Only Live Twice.  

London, Jonathan Cape 1964 

First edition. 

8vo., original cloth with Chinese characters blocked in gilt to upper cover with dust wrapper. Just a little 

darkening to spine of wrapper otherwise a near fine copy.  

[38069] Ã1250 

 

53. FLEMING, Ian The Man with the Golden Gun  

London Jonathan Cape 1965 

First edition, first impression, second state (without the gun stamped in gilt on the front cover). 

8vo., original cloth with dust wrapper. A little darkening to spine of wrapper which is a little creased at the head, 

otherwise a very good copy.  

[38296] Ã550 

 

Other Fleming Titles are available as shown in the illustration above.  Please ask for details. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

54. [FLEMING, Ian] Ian Fleming: The Book Collector.  

London The Book Collector. Queen Anne Press 2017. 

Complete set of 10 pamphlets by different authors on separate aspects of Ian Flemingôs life. First separate 

editions, Signed limited editions of variously 60 or 125 copies, each signed by James and Fergus Fleming, both 

nephews of Ian Fleming; this one of 22 sets for which solander boxes were produced by the Ludlow 

Bookbinders. In this set 9 of the 10 pamphlets are numbered 54, the remaining copy marked ño/sò. 

10 vols., slim octavo (26 x 18cm). Finely printed on 150gsm Bockingford paper and bound in black flock-paper 

covers with letterpress title label, housed in a bespoke cloth solander box lined in scarlet suede, blocked in gilt 

'Fry's Ornamented' type as favoured by Fleming for first edition copies of Casino Royale (1953). A near fine set. 

To celebrate its 65th anniversary, The Book Collector magazine devoted its Spring 2017 issue to Ian Fleming, 

who had launched the publication in 1952. Essays were provided by editors old and new, family and colleagues 

of the author, as well as Fleming scholars, historians, bibliophiles and regular Book Collector contributors. 

Subsequently, fine letterpress editions were produced by Stan Lane of Gloucester Typesetting, collected and 

bound in hardcover or separately in softcovers. Twenty-two complete matching soft cover sets were then 

solander-boxed by Ludlow Bookbinders. 

The volumes included are:  

- Dust-jacket by Richard Chopping for Ian Fleming's 'You Only Live Twice', 1964 by Mirjam M. Foot, 5pp text 

plus colour plate, limitation 60. An overview of Flemingôs dust jackets that examines in particular Choppingôs 

trompe lôoeil image for You Only Live Twice, 1964.  



- Friendship and Fiction: Ian Fleming and Robert Harling by A.S.G. Edwards, 10pp text, limitation 60. The 

interaction between Fleming and his designer/typographer friend Harling and a description of the latterôs career 

as a fiction writer.  

- Books That Had Started Something by Joel Silver, 26pp text, limitation 60. An authoritative and important 

description of how Flemingôs library of first editions, as well as his correspondence and the Bond manuscripts, 

was acquired by the Lilly Library at Bloomington University of Indiana.  

- Percy Muir: Ian Flemingôs Book Dealer by Nicolas Barker, 13pp text, limitation 60. An encapsulation of Ianôs 

friendship with Percy Muir, the man who first encouraged his interest in books and who was instrumental in 

creating his collection. As related by Nicolas Barker who not only knew both Fleming and Muir but owned and 

edited The Book Collector from 1965 to 2016.  

- The Death of the Doctor: Ian Fleming Intervenes by James Fergusson, 11pp text, limitation 60. An interlude 

that examines Flemingôs brief editorial role at The Book Collector and how members of the book_dealing 

fraternity may have been connected to the Secret Service.  

- Two Bond Collectors by Sheila Markham, 12 pp text, limitation 125. Sheilaôs incisive and finely-written 

interviews have decorated The Book Collector for some time. Here she speaks to two very different Fleming 

fans: Jeremy Miles and Mike VanBlaricum.  

- Collecting Ian Fleming: The Making of a Bibliography by Jon Gilbert, 7pp text, limitation 60. A life devoted to 

collecting Bond as recounted by the prize-winning author of Ian Fleming: The Bibliography 

- James Bond Invades America: A Tale of Three Publishers by John Cork, 10pp text, limitation 60. An intriguing 

account of how Flemingôs novels broke into the US market.  

- My Uncle Ian by James Fleming, 4pp text, limitation 125. A personal reflection by the author on his father and 

his uncle. A unique memoir.  

- Ian Fleming and The Book Collector by Fergus Fleming, 28pp text, limitation 125. The story of how Fleming 

acquired The Book Collector and his subsequent battles with fellow directors. A poignant account containing 

archive material.  

[37931] Ã750 

 

55. FLEMING, Ian Casino Royale (70th Anniversary Edition)  

London Queen Anne Press 2023 

 

Published to mark the 70th anniversary of the first edition of Casino Royale in 1953. Limited edition of 150 

numbered copies, regular issue. A deluxe edition of 26 lettered copies was also issued. This handsome 

letterpress edition was due to be issued in 2023 but production difficulties delayed its appearance until 2025. 

8vo., original racing green leather with gold block on upper board based on an interpretation of Casino Royale's 

ledger, lettered in gilt on spine. New.  

[39405] Ã300 

 

56. FLEMING, Peter. Bayonets to Lhasa: The First Full Account of the British Invasion of Tibet in 

1904  

London, Rupert Hart-Davis, 1961 



 

 

 

First edition. Map & numerous photographic plates.  

8vo. Original cloth with dust wrapper. A little rubbing to head of 

spine of wrapper otherwise a very good copy.  

Younghusbandôs mission to Tibet, conceived by Curzon as a move in 

the Great Game between Russia and England in Central Asia. 
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ñIt was The Nonesuch Press of London which originated the idea for The Ten Great French Romancesò 

57. [FRENCH ROMANTIC LITERATURE] [NONESUCH PRESS] The Ten Great French Romances  

New York and London Heritage Press and Nonesuch Press 1939-1955 

 

ñIt was The Nonesuch Press of London which originated the idea for The Ten Great French Romances. 

Nonesuch approached Andr® Maurois in Paris, in the year 1939, and asked him to gather a Committee of 

Franceôs ten leading men-of-letters who would select what seemed to them the ten greatest romances in the 

whole of Franceôs literature. 



This they did. The titles? The Princess of Cleves; The Charterhouse of Parma; Mademoiselle de Maupin; 

Candide; Dangerous Acquaintances; Madame Bovary; Old Goriot; A Womanôs Life; Germinal; The Gods are 

Athirst. 

The ten great men-of-letters were asked to write the introductions for the books, each to select his favourite. 

Then a Committee of English writers who know their French was asked to select the best translations-into-

English. James Laver, A.S.B.Glover, Jacques Le Clercq formed this Committee. 

These books are of course being distributed in London by The Nonesuch Press. But, while Candide and 

Dangerous Acquaintances were the first two books and were completely produced in France, the remaining 

volumes are now being produced in America. Candide was distributed to the members of The Heritage Club in 

April 1940; and Dangerous Acquaintances was distributed to the members of the Club in May of 1941. It was 

the enthusiasm of the members of this Club, for both of these books, which caused us on this side of the water to 

make the suggestion to The Nonesuch Press, that the remaining books in this Series be printed on this side of the 

water.ò (The Heritage Club Sandglass Number 9G) 

 

1. VOLTAIRE, Francois Marie Arouet de. Candide or Optimism. Translated from the French by Richard 

Aldington. With an Introduction by Paul Morand and twenty illustrations in colour by Sylvain Sauvage. London 

The Nonesuch Press. 1939. 

2. DE LACLOS, Choderlos. Dangerous Acquaintances. Les Liaisons Dangereuses Englished by Ernest Dowson. 

The Preface by Andr® Gide. The Illustrations by Chas Laborde. London The Nonesuch Press. 1940. 

3. FRANCE, Anatole. The Gods are A-Thirst. The authorised translation from the French by Alfred Allinson: 

with an Introduction by Andr® Maurois and Illustrations by Jean Oberl®. London The Nonesuch Press. 1942. 

4. DE MAUPASSANT, Guy. A Womanôs Life. Translated from the French by Marjorie Laurie; with an 

Introduction by Edmond Jaloux, and illustrations by Edy Legrand. London The Nonesuch Press. 1942. 

5. ZOLA, Emile. Germinal. Translated from the French by Havelock Ellis. With an Introduction by Henri de 

Montherlant and Illustrations by Berthold Mahn. London The Nonesuch Press. 1942. 

6. DE LA FAYETTE, Madame. The Princess of Cl¯ves. Translated from the French by H. Ashton with an 

Introduction by Jean Cocteau and Illustrations by Hermine David. London The Nonesuch Press. 1943. 

7. GAUTIER, Theophile. Mademoiselle de Maupin. With the Preface by the Author. An Introduction for the 

modern reader by Jacques Barzun and hand-colored illustrations by Andr® Dugo. The Heritage Press New York. 

The Nonesuch Press London. 1944. 



8. FLAUBERT, Gustave. Madame Bovary. Translated by J. Lewis May with an Introduction by Jacques de 

Lacretelle and Illustrations by Pierre Brissaud engravd in wood by Th¯o Schmied. The Heritage Press New York 

& The Nonesuch Press London. 1950. 

9. BALZAC, Honor® de. Old Goriot. Translated from the French by Ellen Marriage ; with an introduction by 

Fran­ois Mauriac ; illustrations by Ren® Ben Sussan. The Heritage Press New York & The Nonesuch Press 

London. [1951]. 

10. STENDHAL (BEYEL, Marie-Henri) The Charterhouse of Parma. The translation by Lady Mary Loyd 

revised by Robert Cantwell. The Preface by Honor® de Balzac and Illustrations by Rafaello Busoni. The 

Heritage Press New York. 1955. 

8vo., 10 volumes in harlequin cloth backed patterned paper covered boards. Spines lettered in gilt. Each spine 

with Nonesuch in gilt at the foot of the spine, except for The Charterhouse of Parma which has Heritage in gilt. 

A little fading to a couple of spines, bookplate in one volume, otherwise a very good set, uncommon to find 

complete 

[39059] Ã995 

 

First publication in English of the ñManifesto of Futurismò 

58. [FUTURISM] MARINETTI, Filippo Tommaso (Editor) Manifesto of Futurism [in] Poesia. Rassegna 

Internazionale. Anno V. Aprile 

Milan Poligrafia Italiana 1909 

 

First edition, containing the first publication in English of the ñManifesto of Futurismò. 

Oblong quarto (30 x 28cm). Publisherôs original pictorial stapled wrappers designed by Alberto Martini. Page 

edges untrimmed. Text in Italian, French, English, and German. Occasional black and white illustrations. 92pp. 

A very good copy, the binding firm with two diagonal creases to the top corner of the rear cover, a 1cm tear to 

the head of the rear cover, some nicks and toning to the edges of the covers, and a few minor marks. The 

contents remain in very good order and clean throughout. 


